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Geography 

Subject Leaders’ Sequence and Progression Document 
 

INTRODUCTION  

The purpose of this document is to outline the approach and method that we have adopted to implement 
the Geography Curriculum at St. Joseph’s RC Primary. It sets out what we aim to achieve and the 
knowledge and understanding that we have assigned to each class and key stage.  This has been 
designed based on our school’s Mission Statement, I came so that you may have life and have it to the 
full. John 10:10, alongside the staff and Governing Board’s vision for the future of our school. This 
document provides a summary of the organisation of the geography curriculum and how our school 
ensures that every child’s entitlement to essential knowledge and skills to equip them for the next stage of 
their education and later life is catered for.    
  

AIMS    

• To ensure standards are high and English and Maths is taught discretely  
• To ensure reading remains a high priority  
• To utilise the rich resource and history of our local community of Ordsall and Greater Manchester 

 To support our school’s values and ethos  
• To ensure pupils leave as ‘well rounded’ and confident individuals  
• To ensure the wider sports curriculum and the arts are a key focus  

  

Key  Driver Words  

• Faith  
• Respect  
• Resilience  
• Empathy  
• Confidence  

  

END POINTS IN THE CURRICULUM  

By the end of Year 6 children will leave St. Joseph’s as well rounded people, as independent, confident, 
successful learners with high aspirations, who know how to make a positive contribution to their 
community and wider society. The geography curriculum at St Joseph’s strives to nurture our children’s 
curiosity and to provide children with skills and knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and 
natural and human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and 
human processes. Teaching will ensure that as children progress throughout the school, their knowledge 

 



2 
 

about the world should help them deepen their understanding of the interaction between physical and 
human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments. Teachers will equip 
children with an increasing understanding of the world around them and deepen their geographical 
knowledge and skills to explain how the Earth’s features at different scales are shaped, interconnected 
and change over time. This knowledge will remain with them for the rest of their lives  

  
INTENT   

At St Joseph’s our intent is to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people 
that will remain with them for the rest of their lives. We are committed to providing children with 
opportunities to investigate and make enquiries about their local area of Salford and Manchester so that 
they can develop a real sense of who they are, their heritage and what makes our local area unique and 
special. We aim to equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources, natural and 
human environments, together with a deep understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human 
processes. By revisiting these areas regularly children will remember more, know more and understand 
more. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world should help them deepen their 
understanding of the interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use 
of landscapes and environments.   

Opportunities exist for children to experience learning beyond the classroom and reflect the local context. 
This allows pupil to enrich their knowledge by, for example, visiting places they may not normally consider 
or places of geographical interest or conducting geographical surveys within the local area to gain 
relevant information that will contribute to the curriculum vehicle. Children learn about the local area in 
year 1 and build on this knowledge in year 5 when they compare our local area to an area in Italy.   

Staff will support children to develop concepts and inspire enthusiasm and interest in the subject, building 
on prior knowledge as they move through the school. The curriculum offers a range of opportunities for 
investigating places around the world as well as physical and human processes. The lessons are 
intended to improve the children’s geographical vocabulary, map skills and geographical facts and 
provide opportunities for consolidation.   

All children are provided with the same high-quality education and all children are taught the same 
curriculum. Challenges are built into the lessons and children are encouraged to deepen their 
understanding when completing planned work during a lesson. Children work collaboratively on tasks, in 
mixed ability groups, focusing on different roles and building on strengths and weaknesses. During 
individual work, tasks are differentiated while still ensuring children are all given the same opportunities 
to learn.  

Early Years   

During EYFS pupils are taught about similarities and differences in relation to places, objects, materials 
and living things. They talk about the features of their own immediate environment and how environments 
might vary from one another. They observe animals and plants and explain why some things occur, and 
talk about changes.    

Key Stage 1  

In KS1 Children are taught to understand geographical similarities and differences through studying 
human and physical geography of a small area of the UK and a contrasting non-European country. They 
can name and locate on maps, continents and oceans as well as the countries and capital cities of the 
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UK. Children identify seasonal and daily weather patterns in the UK and can locate hot and cold areas of 
the world, relating to the Equator and North and South Poles. They are taught how to use simple compass 
directions and locational directional language. As well as devising simple maps.   

Key Stage 2  

In KS2, Children extend their knowledge and understanding to include, Europe, and North and South 
America, learning about environmental regions, countries and major cities. Children compare and 
contrast the human and physical geography of a region of the UK, a European country and a region in 
South America. Using maps/computer mapping they are able to locate the worlds countries, 
concentrating on key physical and human characteristics, countries and major cities. The children will 
describe and understand physical and human geography including volcanoes, earthquakes, climate 
zones, rivers and mountains, biomes and vegetation belts, the water cycle, types of settlement and land 
use, trade links and the distribution of natural resources including energy, food, minerals and water. They 
further develop their fieldwork skills using a wider range of apparatus and Ordinance Survey maps and 
compasses. Children are encouraged to ask questions, research answers and take an interest in 
environmental issues.   

CULTURAL CAPITAL   

At St. Joseph’s we recognise that each child is unique, made in the image and likeness of God. Children 
are taught to be resilient, assertive and to be confident learners. Life skills are taught and embedded in 
geography. They develop their communication and social skills through debates and discussion within 
the classroom. Communication skills are also developed through talk partners. They also learn to problem 
solve and manage time through providing children with task and challenges. Map skills are taught.  

The study of geography is about more than just memorizing places on a map. It's about understanding 
the complexity of our world, appreciating the diversity of cultures that exists across continents. And in the 
end, it's about using all that knowledge to help bridge divides and bring people together.  – Barack 
Obama  

  

IMPLEMENTATION   

Subject leaders work with the cluster of schools to share ideas and good practice and are working 
alongside History to develop resource boxes about our local area, which will be shared with schools in 
the cluster. Across the school, teachers are given the opportunity to research and plan their own topics. 
As a school staff, we will be developing knowledge organisers to support the learning in each class, 
teachers will discuss key ideas and skills needed to enrich the learning the children will be given during 
each lesson. These will then be up in classes, in books and shared with the children, referring back to 
them during lessons and learning, where children will be able to see their own progression.   

Teachers discuss with children prior learning and develop this, making links to previous lessons and 
topics and building on these skills. Topic specific vocabulary is shared with the children and on display 
for the children to use. Teachers give verbal feedback during lessons and when marking books are able 
to see which children have gained a good understanding and those that need to recap or need additional 
support.  Teachers check understanding in a variety of ways, through questioning, work in books, 
listening, watching and observing, during conversation with pupils and retrieval quizzes. Through this on-
going assessment process, teachers are able to take the opportunity to correct misunderstandings. 
Assessment informs future planning. Assessment from retrieval quizzes, pre and post learning data, 
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marking of books and tests inform the teacher of how they are going to assess each child using the 
statements in Target Tracker.   

Lessons are planned to ensure that all children are well supported in their learning and the opportunities 
for depth are planned for. Each topic has been planned throughout each key stage so that it builds on the 
previous knowledge the children have worked on in different year groups and topics. Retrieval of relevant 
prior learning at the start of each topic embeds these concepts into long term memory. The quizzes 
children complete help strengthen their memory and develop understanding.   

In KS1, children begin to use maps and recognise physical and human features to do with the local area, 
building to using maps to explore the continents and oceans of the world in year 2. Further, in year 2, 
children will begin to compare where they live to places outside of Europe and ask and answer 
geographical questions. In KS2, map skills are developed further using digital maps, more keys and 
symbols and children begin to use more fieldwork skills. Through revisiting and consolidating skills, our 
lesson plans help children build on prior knowledge alongside introducing new skills and challenge. All 
children expand on their skills in local knowledge, place knowledge, human and physical geography, 
geographical skills and fieldwork. Across both key stages, children have a range of opportunities to 
experience geography through practical engaging tasks beyond the classroom.  

IMPACT   

By the time children leave St Joseph’s children will: have an excellent knowledge of where places are and 
what they are like as well as an excellent understanding of the ways in which places are interdependent 
and interconnected and how much human and physical environments are interrelated. Children will begin 
to make relevant links from geography to other curriculum subjects, such as history and science. They will 
improve their enquiry skills and inquisitiveness about the world around them, and their impact on the 
world. All children will realise that they have choices to make in the world, developing a positive 
commitment to the environment and the future of the planet. Children will become competent in collecting, 
analysing and communicating a range of data gathered. They will be able to interpret a range of sources 
of geographical information and they will communicate geographical information in a variety of ways. All 
children in the school will be able to speak confidently about their geography learning, skills and 
knowledge  

Children record what they have learned comparative to their starting points at the end of every topic. As 
children progress throughout the school, they develop a deep knowledge, understanding an appreciation 
of their local area and its place within the wider geographical context. Children will have developed the 
geographical knowledge and skills to help them explore, navigate and understand the world around them 
and their place in it. Children’s knowledge and skills will develop progressively as they move through the 
school, not only to enable them to meet the requirements of the National Curriculum but to prepare them 
to become competent geographers in secondary education and how Geography is used in the wider 
world.   

 

GAPS  

Due to COVID and lockdowns there are gaps in children’s learning. We have highlighted these gaps (see 
attached document). The children’s teachers are aware of the gaps in skills and knowledge and have 
included them in their planning going forward.  
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Geography Long Term Plan 

  Autumn 1  Autumn 2  Spring 1  Spring 2  Summer 1  Summer 2  

Nursery  Seasons                                               Envirolent                     Natural Environment                  Seaside     

environment 

Reception  Seasons         People and Communities            Envirolent                    Natural Environment          Countryside/Town 

Year 1  Our School (Weather throughout year) The UK and coasts 

Maps 

Aerial views 

Local area 

Salford Quays Landmarks 

 4 countries of UK  Capital 
cities 

Surrounding seas 

Anthony Gormley 

The Seaside 

Year 2  Mapping Sensational Safari Seasonal weather changes 
Key Physical and Human 

Features 

Great Britain 

Countries 

Capital Cities 

 

Catch up from previous year 

UK comparison with Kenya 

Compass directions 

 

7 continents and 5 oceans 
hot and cold 

North and South pole 

Equator 

 

Year 3  World Countries Water  

Maps 

Focus on Italy 

Hills and mountains 

 

River changes 

UK rivers 

River formations  Water cycle 

 

Year 4  Extreme Earth Rainforests  

Volcanoes 

Earthquakes 

Tornadoes 

Tsunamis 

Pacific rim 

Non European 

Include Water from previous 

year 

Forest/Rainforests 

Animals and layers of the 
rainforest 

 

 

Year 5  Settlements South Americas  

Counties and Cities Andes  

Year 6  Our Changing World and Trade Mapping Skills 

Through History 

Missed skills from previous 

year 

 

North America, export 

Global warming 

Climate change Trade 
links 

History of trade  

Fairtrade 

Trading and Economics  
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National Curriculum Content - Geography  

EYFS 
Three and 
Four-Year-
Olds 

Mathematics Understand position through words alone. For example, “The bag 
is under the table,” – with no pointing. 
Describe a familiar route. 
Discuss routes and locations, using words like ‘in front of’ and 
‘behind’. 

Understanding the World Use all their senses in hands-on exploration of natural materials. 
Begin to understand the need to respect and care for the natural 
environment and all living things. 
Know that there are different countries in the work and talk 
about the differences they have experienced or seen in photos. 

Reception Understanding the World Draw information from a simple map. 
Recognise some similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries. 
Explore the natural world around them. 
Recognise some environments that are different to the one in 
which they live. 

ELG Understanding 
the World 

People, 
Culture and 
Communities 

Describe their immediate environment using knowledge from 
observation, discussion, stories, non-fiction texts and maps. 
Explain some similarities and differences between life in this 
country and life in other countries, drawing on knowledge from 
stories, non-fiction texts and (when appropriate) maps. 

The Natural 
World 

Know some similarities and differences between the natural 
world around them and contrasting environments, drawing on 
their experiences and what has been read in class. 
Understand some important processes and changes in the 
natural world around them, including the seasons. 

KS1  Coverage  Autumn Spring Summer 

  NC Skills  Pupils should develop knowledge about the world, the United Kingdom and their 
locality. They should understand basic subject-specific vocabulary relating to human 
and physical geography and begin to use geographical skills, including first-hand 
observation, to enhance their locational awareness. use world maps, atlases and 
globes to identify the United Kingdom and its countries, as well as the countries, 
continents and oceans studied at this key stage use simple compass directions 
(North, South, East and West) and locational and directional language [for example, 
near and far; left and right], to describe the location of features and routes on a map 
use aerial photographs and plan perspectives to recognise landmarks and basic 
human and physical features; devise a simple map; and use and construct basic 
symbols in a key use simple fieldwork and observational skills to study the geography 
of their school and its grounds and the key human and physical features of its 
surrounding environment.  
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Y1   NC   
Content 
summary  

Fieldwork studying their 
school and grounds, key 
human and physical 
features of environment Use 
aerial photographs to 
recognise basic landmarks. 
Create a simple map of their 
route to school. Salford 
Quays  
  
(Seasonal and daily weather 
patterns  
Looking at weather and 
weather patterns and 
seasonal changes. Using 
weather forecasts. Effects of 
weather.) Throughout the 
year.   

  Four countries and capital 
cities of the UK, world 
maps, simple compass 
directions  
Map work to identify 
countries that make up the 
UK and seas. Looking at 
the features of the 
countries that make up the 
UK. key human and 
physical features  
of environment  
Use aerial photographs to 
recognise basic 
landmarks. Create a 
simple map of their route 
to school. Salford Quays. 
Looking at human and 
physical features of our 
local area and the 
seaside. Directional 
language, near, far. Uses 
of land jobs. Anthony  
Gormley, Angel of the 
North.   

Y2  NC  
Content 
summary   

Use maps to find 7 
continents and  
5 oceans, hot and cold 
areas, North and South 
Pole, Equator, locational and 
directional language, 
devise a simple map using 
basic symbols  
Map work to identify 
continents and seas of the 
world, hot and cold places 
and the equator. Use of 
directions N, E, S, W. 
locating the wonders of the 
world: Great Wall of China, 
Great Barrier Reef, Grand 
Canyon, Pyramids, Mount 
Everest, River Nile.   

Comparison of an area of 
the UK and a non-European 
country Similarities and 
differences between a 
small area in the UK and a 
contrasting place – Kenya. 
Comparing human and 
physical features. 
Directional language, left, 
right. Use compass 
directions to describe 
places on a map. Observe 
photographs to find out 
about life in Kenya.  
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  Content Summary  

KS2  Coverage   Autumn   Spring   Summer  
  NC Skills  Use maps, atlases, globes and digital/computer mapping to locate countries and 

describe features studied use the eight points of a compass, four and six-figure grid 
references, symbols and key (including the use of Ordnance Survey maps) to build 
their knowledge of the United Kingdom and the wider world use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present the human and physical features in the local area using 
a range of methods, including sketch maps, plans and graphs, and digital 
technologies.   

Y3  NC   
Content 
summary  
for each 
term  

Maps to focus on Europe. 
Comparison of the human 
and physical geography of a 
region of the UK and a 
European country. Use 
maps to identify countries of  
Europe. Look at the features 
of European countries. 
Research and present 
information about Italy in 
comparison to the UK. 
looking at the main tourist 
attractions of Italy and learn 
about the climate and its 
features. Understand 
geographical similarities 
and differences through the 
study of human and 
physical geography of a 
region of the UK and a 
region in a European 
country.  

The water cycle and rivers 
Locating UK rivers. 
Learning how rivers are 
formed and the link to 
mountains. Adaptation of 
mountain animals. Look at 
erosion, deposition, 
transportation, compare 
how river use has changed 
over time, Wigan Pier, Peel 
Park. Look at the causes 
and effects of flooding. 
Look at the causes and 
effects of water pollution.  

  

Y4  NC  
Content 
summary 
for each 
term  

Volcanoes and earthquakes 
Describing and 
understanding how 
volcanoes are formed. 
Locating volcanoes on a 
world map. Map work to 
identify towns close to 
volcanoes. Mount Vesuvius, 
Naples, and the eruptions 
including the effect on the 
area and people around it. 
Understanding what 
happens before and afer an 
earthquake and its effects.   
Charles Francis Richter.  

Using maps, locate the 
world’s countries including 
South America. Latitude, 
longitude,  
Equator, Northern and 
Southern  
Hemisphere, Tropics, Arctic 
and  
Antarctic, time zones  
Looking at the different 
types of forest and forests 
near our location. 
Identifying areas of the 
world containing 

compass points and grid 
references, Ordinance 
Survey  
maps, locate counties and 
cities of the UK  
  
Look at human and 
physical characteristics of 
our local area using 
sketch maps, plans and 
graphs and digital 
technologies. Explain 
what a county is. Use 
eight compass points to 
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rainforests. Describing key 
aspects of a tropical 
climate. Describing and 
understanding features of 
the layers of the rainforest.  
Researching animals and 
plants in the rainforest. 
Explain effects that humans 
are having on the 
rainforest.  

describe the location of 
the counties and cities of 
the UK.    

Y5  NC  
Content 
summary  

Types of settlement and 
land use, Describe what a 
settlement is and look at the 
different types of 
settlements and their 
features.  

understand geographical 
similarities and differences 
through the study of human  
and physical geography of 
a region of the United 
Kingdom, and a region 
within South  
America  
Key topographical 
features, hills, mountains 
and land use patterns,  
Looking at the Andes. Use 
of geographical language 
to do with mountains and 
map work.  
Understanding how 
mountains are formed and 
the features of different 
mountains. Learning about 
and locating on maps 
mountains and ranges 
across the world. Map work 
for hills and mountains of 
the UK.   
  

  

 for each 
term  
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Y6  NC   
Content 
summary  
for each 
term  

Use maps to focus on North 
America. Comparisons 
within human and physical 
geography of UK and a 
region of North America 
Use geographical 
terminology to describe the 
location and characteristics 
of a range of places across 
North America. Use 
computer maps to locate 
countries and describe 
features. Research and 
describe climates and 
biomes across the different 
regions of North America. 
Explore the characteristics 
and significance of a 
natural wonder of the 
Americas, Yellowstone 
National Park. Investigate 
climate change, describing 
the main aspects of climate 
change and the effects on 
the planet.   
 
  

  Economic activity 
including trade links, use 
maps and digital 
mapping to locate 
countries  Use maps to 
show the UKs trade links 
with other countries. Look 
at how trading has 
changed through history. 
Explore and explain the 
global supply chain. Look 
at Fairtrade and explain 
why it is important.    
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Skills  
YEAR 1  YEAR 2  YEAR 3  YEAR 4  YEAR 5  YEAR 6  
Geography  
Locational knowledge  
*Name, locate 
and identify 
characteristic
s of the four 
countries and 
capital cities 
of the United 
Kingdom and 
its 
surrounding 
seas  

*Name and 
locate the 
world’s 
seven 
continents 
and five 
oceans.  

  

*Name and 
locate the main 
countries and 
cities of the 
United Kingdom 
, geographical 
regions and 
identifying their 
human and 
physical 
characteristics  
*Using maps to 
locate the 
worlds 
countries. 
Identify longest 
rivers in the 
world, largest 
deserts, highest 
mountains. 
*Compare with 
UK. Linking with 
History, 
compare maps 
of the United 
Kingdom from 
past with the 
present, 
focusing on 
land use. *Use 
contents/index 
to locate a 
country in an 
atlas  
  

*On a world 
map, locate 
areas of similar 
environmental 
regions,  
either desert, 
rainforest or 
temperate 
regions. 
*Locate the 
worlds 
countries using 
maps to focus 
on South  
America,   
*Identify the 
position and 
significance of 
longitude, 
latitude, 
Equator, N. and 
S. Hemisphere, 
Tropics of 
Cancer and 
Capricorn.  
  

*Locate the 
worlds 
countries, using 
maps to focus 
on  
Europe(includin
g the location of 
Russia) 
concentrating 
on their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries and 
major cities.  
*Name and 
locate counties 
and cities of the 
United 
Kingdom, 
geographical 
regions and 
their identifying 
human and 
physical 
characteristics   
*Locate the main 
Locate and 
name principal 
cities.  
*Compare 2 
different  
regions in UK 
rural/urban.  
*Locate and 
name the main 
counties and 
cities in 
England.  
*Linking with 
History, 
compare maps 

*Identify the 
position and 
significance of 
latitude, 
longitude, 
Equator, 
Northern  
Hemisphere, 
Southern 
Hemisphere, the 
Tropics of 
Cancer and 
Capricorn,  
Arctic and 
Antarctic  
Circle, the 
Prime/  
Greenwich 
Meridian and 
time zones 
(including day 
and night) 
*Locate the 
worlds 
countries using 
maps to focus 
on Europe 
(including 
Russia) and  
North and South  
America,   
*Name and 
locate the key 
topographical 
features 
including coast, 
features of 
erosion, hills, 
mountains and 
rivers. 
Understand how 
these features 
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of UK from past 
with the 
present, 
focusing on 
land use. 
dentifying their 
human and 
physical 
characteristics, 
key 
topographical 
(including hills, 
mountains and 
rivers and land 
use patterns, 
and understand 
how some of 
these aspects 
have changed 
over time.  
 

have changed 
over time.  
  

Place Knowledge   
*Name, 
describe and 
compare 
familiar 
places.   
*Know about 
some present 
changes that 
are 
happening in 
the local 
environment 
(e.g.  
school)  
*Understand 
geographical 
similarities 
and 
differences 
through 
studying the 
human and 
physical 
geography of 
a small area 

*Understand  
geographica
l similarities 
and 
differences 
through 
studying the 
human and 
physical 
geography 
of a small 
area of the 
United 
Kingdom, 
and of a 
small area in 
a 
contrasting 
non-
European 
country  
  

*Recognise 
there are 
similarities and 
differences 
between places  
*Locate the 
world’s 
countries, using 
maps to focus 
on Europe 
(including the 
location of 
Russia) and 
North and South 
America, 
concentrating 
on their 
environmental 
regions, key 
physical and 
human 
characteristics, 
countries, and 
major cities in 

*Understand 
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the 
study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the 
United 
Kingdom, a 
region in a 
European 
country, and a 
region within 
North or South  
America  

*Understand  
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the 
study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the 
United Kingdom, 
a region in a 
European 
country, and a 
region within 
North or  
South America  

*Understand  
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through the 
study of human 
and physical 
geography of a 
region of the 
United Kingdom, 
a region in a 
European 
country, and a 
region within 
North or  
South America  
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of the United 
Kingdom, and 
of a small 
area in a 
contrasting 
nonEuropean 
country 
concentrating 
on sea sides  

the context of 
mountain 
ranges.  

Human and Physical Geography  
*Think how 
the school 
environment 
may be 
improved  
*Use simple 
labelled 
sketches and 
plans Identify 
seasonal and 
daily weather 
patterns in the 
United 
Kingdom  

*Identify 
seasonal 
and daily 
weather 
patterns in 
the United 
Kingdom 
and the 
location of 
hot and cold 
areas of the 
world in 
relation to 
the Equator 
and the 
North and 
South Poles  

*Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of:   
physical 
geography, 
including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and  
vegetation belts, 
rivers, 
mountains, 
volcanoes  

*Describe how 
human 
processes can 
lead to 
similarities and 
differences in 
the 
environments of 
different places 
and in the lives 
of people who 
live there  

*Understand  
geographical 
similarities and 
differences 
through 
studying the 
human and 
physical 
geography of a 
region of a 
country in 
Europe and the 
UK  

*Human 
geography, 
economic 
activity 
including trade 
links, and the 
distribution of 
natural 
resources 
including 
energy, food, 
minerals and 
water  

*Use basic 
geographical 
vocabulary to 
refer to:   key 
physical 
features, 
including: 
beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, 
hill,  
mountain, 
sea, ocean, 
river, soil, 
valley, 
vegetation, 
season and 
weather  key 
human 
features, 

*Describe 
places far 
away from 
home and 
compare 
with home 
*Know how 
places are 
linked to 
other places 
key physical 
features, 
including: 
beach, cliff, 
coast, forest, 
hill,  
mountain, 
sea, ocean, 
river, soil, 

and 
earthquakes, 
and the water 
cycle  *Explain 
how rivers 
erode, transport 
and deposit 
materials *Know 
about changes 
to world 
environments 
over time   
*Recognise 
changes in 
physical 
features  
*use rain gauge  
  

*Describe and 
understand key 
aspects of:   
physical 
geography, 
including: 
climate zones, 
biomes and 
vegetation 
belts, rivers, 
mountains, 
volcanoes and 
earthquakes  
*Use detailed 
field sketches  
  

*Human 
geography, 
including: types 
of settlement 
and land use  

*Understand 
how humans 
affect the 
environment 
over time. 
*Understand 
why people seek 
to manage and 
sustain their 
environment  
*analyse 
evidence and 
draw 
conclusions  
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including: 
city, town, 
village, 
factory, farm, 
house, office, 
port, harbour 
and shop   
  

valley, 
vegetation, 
season 
and 
weather 
key human 
features, 
including: 
city, town, 
village, 
factory, 
farm, 
house, 
office, port, 
harbour 
and shop   

Geographical skills and fieldwork  
*Use world 
maps, 
atlases and 
globes to 
identify the 
United 
Kingdom and 
its countries 
use 
locational 
and 
directional 
language [for 
example, 
near and far  
*Use simple 
fieldwork and 
observational 
skills to study 
the 
geography of 
their school 
and its 
grounds and 
the key 
human and 
physical 
features of its 
surrounding 
environment.  
*Observe and 

*Use world 
maps, 
atlases and 
globes to 
identify the 
United 
Kingdom 
and its 
countries, 
as well as 
the 
countries, 
continents 
and oceans 
studied at 
this key 
stage  
*Use simple 
compass 
directions 
(North, 
South, East 
and West) 
and 
locational 
and 
directional 
language 
[for 
example, 
near and 

*Use maps, 
atlases globes 
and 
digital/compute
r mapping to 
locate countries 
and describe 
features 
studied 
*Understand 
and use a 
widening range 
of geographical 
terms; specific 
vocabulary 
such as 
contour, height, 
valley, erosion 
deposition, 
transportation, 
headland.   

*Use maps, 
atlases globes 
and 
digital/compute
r mapping to 
locate countries 
and describe 
features 
studied  
  

 *Use maps, 
atlases globes 
and 
digital/computer 
mapping to 
locate countries 
and describe 
features studied  
*use;  
-the eight points 
of a  
compass  
-four figure grid 
references -
symbols in a 
key *Use 
fieldwork to 
observe, 
measure, 
record and 
present the 
human and 
physical 
features in the 
local area using 
a range of 
methods, 
including sketch 
maps, plans 

 *use maps, 
atlases, globes 
and 
digital/compute
r mapping to 
locate countries 
and describe 
features 
studied.  
*Understand 
and use a 
widening range 
of geographical 
terms, e.g. 
specific topic 
vocabulary- 
urbal, rural, land 
use, 
sustainability, 
tributary, trade 
links etc.   
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record 
information 
about the 
local area; 
how many 
shops near 
school, the 
weather.  
Study aerial 
photographs 
and plan 
perspectives 
to recognise 
landmarks 
and basic 
human and 
physical 
features in 
my local 
area.   
*Make a 
simple map 
Use world 
maps, atlases 
and globes to 
identify the 
UK and its 
countries  

far; left and 
right], to 
describe the 
location of 
features 
and routes 
on a map   
*Use aerial 
photograph
s and plan 
perspectives 
to recognise 
landmarks 
and basic 
human and 
physical 
features; 
devise a 
simple map; 
and use and 
construct 
basic  
symbols in a 
key   
  
  
  
  
  
  

and graphs and 
digital 
technologies.  

  


