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History 

Subject Leaders’ Sequence and Progression Document 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this document is to outline the approach and method that we have adopted to implement 
the history curriculum at St. Joseph’s RC Primary. It sets out what we aim to achieve and the knowledge 
and understanding that we have assigned to each class and key stage.  This has been designed based 
on our school’s Mission Statement, I came so that you may have life and have it to the full. John 10:10, 
alongside the staff and Governing Body’s vision for the future of our school. This document provides a 
summary of the organisation of the history curriculum and how our school ensures that every child’s 
entitlement to essential knowledge and skills to equip them for the next stage of their education and for 
later life is catered for.   
 

AIMS   

 To ensure standards are high and English and Maths is taught discretely 
 To ensure reading remains a high priority 
 To utilise the rich resource and history of our local community of Ordsall and Manchester 
 To support our school’s values and ethos 
 To ensure pupils leave as ‘well rounded’ and confident individuals 
 To ensure the wider sports curriculum and the arts are a key focus 

 

Key  Driver Words 

 Faith 
 Respect 
 Resilience 
 Empathy 
 Confidence 

 

END POINTS IN THE CURRICULUM 

By the end of Year 6 children will leave St. Joseph’s as well rounded people, as independent, confident, 
successful learners with high aspirations, who know how to make a positive contribution to their 
community and wider society. Pupils will have a thorough knowledge and understanding of events and 
people from the past, both of Britain and that of the wider world. Upon leaving our school, they will be 
inspired and curious to know more and ready for the transition to key stage 3. They will be equipped with 
the skills to ask appropriate questions, think critically and research evidence. Understanding that History 
is much more than just a record of events, pupils will gain an understanding of the changes in people’s 
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lives, the diversity of societies and relationships between different groups, as well as their own identity 
and the challenges of both current time and at points in the past. 

 

INTENT  

Pupils will work towards the national expectations at the end of each key stage (EYFS, KS1 and KS2). 
Having a good working understanding of Chronology, they will be able to see how topics studied link to 
others and how they fit into the History of Britain and the wider world. As well as gaining the ability to both 
ask and answer questions, pupils will use a wide range of sources effectively to build on prior knowledge 
as they move through the school. Our curriculum allows us to link learning to a range of engaging topics, 
providing children with the opportunity to investigate the past in an exciting and purposeful manner. 
Topics have been carefully designed for each year group to cover the national curriculum statements for 
History whilst igniting a passion and curiosity through exciting and engaging lessons. With knowledge of 
the intent of other year groups, teachers plan for progression, making links to, and revisiting, elements 
already taught whilst moving learning on appropriately.  

All opportunities to make learning more meaningful by linking to our local context are taken with the aim 
that pupils appreciate the impact that local people and events from the past have had on Britain and the 
wider world today. In year 3, pupils study the Tudors where they look at the impact of Ordsall Hall on our 
local area. We have also ensured that other curriculum areas also link history in a local context. This is 
through subjects such as Art (L.S Lowry) and Geography (our local area) where we study Salford Quays. 

All children are taught the same curriculum, no matter what their academic achievement, and have access 
to the same high quality teaching and learning resources. Challenge is built in during lessons using 
enquiry questions and exercises for when any pupil has completed planned work within a lesson. These 
challenges are made available to all pupils with no preconceptions of ability. During collaboration 
exercise, pupils work in mixed ability groups where appropriate which allows them to take on different 
roles appropriate to their own strengths and weakness. Tasks are differentiated to take account of areas 
of difficulty whilst not diluting the History curriculum. 

 

Knowledge and skills St Joseph’s wants our children to achieve at each stage: 

Early Years Foundation Stage 

During EYFS pupils talk about past and present events in their own lives and in the lives of family 
members. They know the similarities and differences themselves and others, and among families, 
communities and traditions. 

 

KS1 

Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases relating to the 
passing of time. They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different periods. They 
should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms. They should ask and answer questions, 
choosing and using parts of stories and other sources to show that they know and understand key 
features of events. They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and 
identify different ways in which it is represented. 
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KS2 

Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and understanding of British, 
local and world history, establishing clear narratives within and across the periods they study. They 
should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the appropriate use of historical 
terms. They should regularly address and sometimes devise historically valid questions about change, 
cause, similarity and difference, and significance. They should construct informed responses that 
involve thoughtful selection and organisation of relevant historical information. They should understand 
how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range of sources. 
 

CULTURAL CAPITAL  

At St. Joseph’s we recognise that each child is unique, made in the image and likeness of God. Pupils are 
given the opportunity to build up a solid knowledge of the events and people of the past and how they 
have influenced and impacted our world today. It is important that pupils’ develop a thorough 
understanding of how knowledge gained from events in the past is used in today’s world to build on and 
continually develop technology. Pupils are equipped with the knowledge that many of the things we have 
access to now, and they ways in which we do things, are because of events and people from the past. 

“The more you know about the past, the better prepared you are for the future.” – Theodore Roosevelt 

 

IMPLEMENTATION  

All teachers are given the opportunity to research and develop topics within their own planning as needed 
and are able to request additional training if and when needed. As a staff, we will be working to develop 
appropriate knowledge organisers during staff meetings allowing for sharing of ideas and specific 
subject facts along with highlighting areas there more research was needed before lessons were 
planned. As part of a cluster of schools, the Subject leader attends meetings which allow for the sharing 
of good practice across the schools and collaboration of ideas. Schools are currently working on 
developing the history of the local area through development of resource boxes for use across the cluster.   

Knowledge organisers will outline the key concepts and vocabulary that all children should aim to master. 
These are displayed in classroom and glued in books. Subsequently, a cycle of lessons is created which 
carefully plans for progression and depth of knowledge over the course of a particular topic. Key facts are 
explained to the pupils during high quality lesson inputs and are reinforced through a combination of 
revisiting through teaching and exploring and demonstrating in independent work.  

As well as marking work and feeding back to pupils individually, teachers revisit the previous lessons 
through whole class discussions and questioning at the start of the next lesson. Links between previous 
lessons and new concepts are made where pupils are encouraged to apply past learning as appropriate. 
This combination allows teachers to identify pupils who have gained a good understanding and those 
that might need to revisit and recap elements or require additional support.  

Key concepts and facts are built into other areas of the curriculum allowing pupils to embed them to long 
term memory such as using elements of history lessons when writing reports in English.  

ASSESSMENT 
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Regular retrieval quizzes are used alongside pre and post learning assessments, day to day Assessment 
for Learning, marking of work and class discussions to inform individual judgements made for each child 
against a range of age related statements in Target Tracker. These are subsequently used to inform 
stepped assessment “level” for each child half termly. These are then collated to form an overall picture of 
the attainment in History over time for the entire school and allow for trends to be picked up within cohorts 
and addressed where necessary. 

IMPACT  

At St Joseph’s, we want to ensure that history is loved by teachers and pupils across school, therefore 
encouraging them to want to continue building on this wealth of historical knowledge and 
understanding, now and in the future. Our curriculum is well thought out to allow for progression with all 
children being exposed to technical vocabulary within classrooms. 

Pupils are not only taught the history knowledge required to meet the needs of the primary curriculum 
gaining a solid foundation ready to be built upon, but are also equipped with the research and 
investigative skills needed to be able to thrive at high school where more independence and autonomy 
is required. 

GAPS  

Due to COVID and lockdowns there are gaps in children’s learning. We have highlighted these gaps (see 
attached document). The children’s teachers are aware of the gaps in skills and knowledge and have 
included them in their planning going forward.  

 

History Long Term Plan 
 Autumn 1 Autumn 2 Spring 1 Spring 2 Summer 1 Summer 

2 
Nursery Remembrance                  Then and now 

Birthdays                           All about me                             Castles 
Reception Remembrance                   The first man on the moon                         Then and now 

Year 1 Changes within living memory  
Toys and Homes 

 

The First Airplane Flight Mary Anning  

Year 2 The Great Fire of London Nurturing Nurses 
Florence Nightingale, Mary 

Seacole, Edith Cavell 

 

Year 3 Stone Age to Iron Age  The Tudors 
Year 4 The Romans Ancient Egypt Local History  

Year 5 The effects of Anglo Saxon 
settlement in Britain 

Famous Women Ancient Greece 

Year 6 World War Two / The Blitz Apartheid/Black History  The Mayans 

 

National Curriculum Content - History 
Early Years  
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Three and 
Four-Year-
Olds 

Understanding the World • Begin to make sense of their own life-
story and family’s history. 

Reception Understanding the World • Comment on images of familiar situations in the 
past. 

• Compare and contrast characters from stories, 
including 

figures from the past. 
ELG Understan

ding the 
World 

Past and 
Present 

• Talk about the lives of people around them 
and their roles in society. 

• Know some similarities and differences between 
things in the past and now, drawing on their 
experiences and what has been read in class. 

• Understand the past through settings, characters 
and events encountered in books read in class 
and storytelling. 

  
KS1 Coverage Autumn Spring Summer 
 NC Skills Pupils should develop an awareness of the past, using common words and phrases 

relating to the passing of time.  
They should know where the people and events they study fit within a chronological 
framework and identify similarities and differences between ways of life in different 
periods.  
They should use a wide vocabulary of everyday historical terms.  
They should ask and answer questions, choosing and using parts of stories and 
other sources to show that they know and understand key features of events.  
They should understand some of the ways in which we find out about the past and 
identify different ways in which it is represented. 

Y1  NC  
Content 
summary 

Toys  
Changes within living 
memory. Where 
appropriate, these should 
be used to reveal aspects 
of change in national life. 
Teddy Bear’s  
Barbie Doll’s 
Computer’s etc  

Homes and transport in 
the Past  
Events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally or 
globally, 
Significant historical 
events, people and places 
in their own locality. 
The first flight 
Types of homes-local 
area  

  

Y2 NC  
Content 
summary  

The Great Fire of London 
Samuel Pepys 
events beyond living 
memory that are 
significant nationally or 
globally [for example, the 

Healthcare- Salford Royal  
Significant historical 
events, people and places 
in their own locality. 
The lives of significant 
individuals in the past 
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Great Fire of London, the 
first aeroplane flight or 
events commemorated 
through festivals or 
anniversaries 
 

who have contributed to 
national and international 
achievements. Some 
should be used to 
compare aspects of life in 
different periods 
Mary Seacole 
Florence Nightingale  
Edith Cavell 
Minnie Wood  

 
Content Summary 

KS2 Coverage Autumn Spring Summer 
 NC Skills Pupils should continue to develop a chronologically secure knowledge and 

understanding of British, local and world history, establishing clear narratives 
within and across the periods they study.  
They should note connections, contrasts and trends over time and develop the 
appropriate use of historical terms. They should regularly address and sometimes 
devise historically valid questions about change, cause, similarity and difference, 
and significance.  
They should construct informed responses that involve thoughtful selection and 
organisation of relevant historical information.  
They should understand how our knowledge of the past is constructed from a range 
of sources. 

Y3 NC  
Content 
summary 
for each 
term 

Stone Age to Iron Age 
Changes in Britain from 
the Stone Age to the Iron 
Age 
Settlement  
Agriculture  
Cave paintings  
 
 
 

  The Tudors 
a study of an aspect or 
theme in British history 
that extends pupils’ 
chronological knowledge 
beyond 1066 
A study of an aspect of 
history or a site dating 
from a period beyond 
1066 that is significant in 
the locality. 
Henry VIII 
Ordsall Hall 
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Y4 NC 
Content 
summary 
for each 
term 

Rotten Romans 
Roman withdrawal from 
Britain in c. AD 410 and the 
fall of the western Roman 
Empire Julius Caesar’s 
attempted invasion in 55-
54 BC the Roman Empire 
by AD 42 and the power of 
its army successful 
invasion by Claudius and 
conquest, including 
Hadrian’s Wall British 
resistance, for example, 
Boudica ‘Romanisation’ of 
Britain: sites such as 
Caerwent and the impact 
of technology, culture and 
beliefs, including early 
Christianity  
Scots invasions from 
Ireland to north Britain 
(now Scotland) CELTS 

Ancient Egyptians 
The achievements of the 
earliest civilizations –  
an overview of where and 
when the first civilizations 
appeared and  
a depth study.  
River Nile  
Tutankamun  
Cleopatra  
Mummification  

Local History  
A study linked to one of 
the British areas of study  
A study over time tracing 
how several aspects of 
national history are 
reflected in the locality 
(this can go beyond 1066)  
a study of an aspect of 
history or a site dating 
from a period beyond 
1066 that is significant in 
the locality. 
From early settlement next 
to the river Irwell  
Salford Hundred  
Industrial revolution  
Lowry  
 

Y5 NC 
Content 
summary 
for each 
term 

The effects of Anglo Saxon, 
Viking and Scots 
settlement in Britain 
Viking raids and invasion 
resistance by Alfred the 
Great and Athelstan, first 
king of England further 
Viking invasions and 
Danegeld  
Anglo-Saxon laws and 
justice Edward the 
Confessor and his death in 
1066  
Anglo-Saxon invasions, 
settlements and kingdoms: 
place names and village 
life Anglo-Saxon art and 
culture Christian 
conversion – Canterbury, 
Iona and Lindisfarne 

Famous Women  Ancient Greece 
Ancient Greece – a study 
of Greek life and 
achievements and their 
influence on the western 
world the legacy of Greek 
or Roman culture (art, 
architecture or literature) 
on later periods in British 
history, including the 
present day 

Y6 NC  
Content 
summary 
for each 
term 

World War Two and the 
Blitz 
a significant turning point 
in British history, for 
example, the first railways 
or the Battle of Britain 
 

Apartheid/ Black History  Mayan Civilisation 
a non-European society 
that provides contrasts 
with British history – one 
study chosen from: early 
Islamic civilization.Mayan 
civilization c. AD 900 
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Skills 
YEAR 1 YEAR 2 YEAR 3 YEAR 4 YEAR 5 YEAR 6 
History 
Chronological Understanding 
*describe 
memories of 
key events in 
their lives  
*sequence 
events in their 
life  
*use a range 
of words 
relating to 
time (before, 
after, old, 
older, oldest) 

*sequence 3 or 
4 artefacts 
from different 
periods of time  
*with support, 
place the time 
studied on a 
timeline  
*use phrases 
relating to the 
passing of 
time (a long 
time ago, 
began, first, 
next…) 
  

 *sequence 
several events 
or artefacts  
*place the 
time studied 
on a timeline  
*use key dates 
and terms 
related to the 
passing of 
time eg BC/AD 

*place events 
from period 
studied on 
timeline  
*use key dates 
to describe 
events 
*understand the 
terms 
ancient/modern 
and begin to 
sequence major 
historical 
periods, e.g. 
Egypt, Greece, 
Rome 

 *know and 
sequence key 
events of time 
studied  
*relate current 
studies to 
previous 
studies *use 
relevant terms 
and begin to 
use and know 
key dates 

 *place people 
into correct 
periods of time 
*sequence up 
to 10 events on 
a timeline  
*identify 
changes over 
a period of 
time  
*use relevant 
dates and 
terms *know 
key dates, 
characters and 
events of time 
studied  
*show 
understanding 
of the history 
of Britain in 
relation to the 
wider world 

Historical Enquiry 
*begin to find 
answers to 
simple 
questions 
about the 
past from 
historical 
sources.  

*answer 
questions 
about the past 
by making 
simple 
observations 
from historical 
sources 

 *ask and 
answer 
questions 
about the past 
by using 
historical 
sources 
*begin to 
select relevant 
historical 
information 

 *begin to select 
and combine 
information 
from historical 
sources 

*begin to 
evaluate, 
select and 
combine 
information 
from different 
historical 
sources 

 *evaluate 
sources of 
information 
and identify 
those 
relevant/useful 
to particular 
tasks 

Understanding & interpretation of events, people and changes 
*identify 
major 
differences 
between life 
in different 
periods 
*using a 
source; 

 *explain 
differences 
and 
similarities 
between life in 
different 
periods *work 
out things 

 *show 
understanding 
of the concept 
of similarities 
and 
differences 
between life in 
the same 

 *show 
understanding 
of the concept 
of significance 
of events from 
the past on life 
today  

 *show 
understanding 
of the concept 
of cause and 
consequence 
through the 
events studied 
*describe 

 *show 
understanding 
of the concept 
of 
developmental 
change 
through aspect 
studied *find 
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handle, 
observe, 
question and 
sketch  
*ask and 
answer 
questions 
about an 
artefact 

about the past 
by looking at 
pictures and 
artefacts 
*understand 
that there are 
different types 
of evidence 
telling us 
things about 
the past  
*begin to 
recognise that 
there are 
reasons why 
people in the 
past acted as 
they did 

period 
*recount the 
life of a 
famous 
person or 
event with 
some detail, 
selecting 
information 
*give reasons 
for some of the 
actions of a 
famous 
person 

*compare and 
contrast 
aspects of the 
past with 
aspects today 
*to know that 
the lives of 
people in a 
historical 
period were not 
all the same  
*give reasons 
why key events 
happened or 
why people 
acted as they 
did 

some of the 
main events, 
people and 
changes in a 
period  
*study a 
variety of 
experiences of 
life for different 
people in the 
same period 
*consider 
interpretations 
of an event by 
looking at 
other 
information 

out about 
beliefs in 
different 
civilizations 
and link this to 
their actions  
*give reasons 
for and the 
results of the 
main events 
and changes 
in a period  
*look at 
different points 
of view to find 
out about 
different 
versions of 
historical 
events  
*evaluate 
sources of 
information 
and say which 
would be more 
reliable 

Communication 
*tell stories 
about the 
past/events in 
a famous 
person’s life  
*describe 
things that 
are from the 
past  
*say how 
things from 
the past were 
used  
*use historical 
vocabulary 
appropriate 
to year group 

 *use labelled 
diagrams, 
recounts and 
pictures to tell 
what they 
know about 
the past 
*annotate 
photographs  
*use historical 
vocabulary 
appropriate to 
year group 

*communicate 
knowledge 
and 
understanding 
in a variety of 
ways 
appropriate to 
the year group 
including – 
discussions, 
recounts, 
diaries, 
pictures, 
annotations, 
drama  
*use historical 
vocabulary 

 *communicate 
knowledge and 
understanding 
in a variety of 
ways 
appropriate to 
the year group 
including – 
discussions, 
recounts, 
diaries, 
pictures, 
annotations, 
drama  
*use historical 
vocabulary 
appropriate to 
year group (See 
KO)  

 *communicate 
knowledge 
and 
understanding 
in a variety of 
ways 
appropriate to 
the year group 
including – 
discussions, 
recounts, 
diaries, 
pictures, 
annotations, 
drama  
*use historical 
vocabulary 
appropriate to 
year group 
(See KO) 

 *communicate 
knowledge 
and 
understanding 
in a variety of 
ways 
appropriate to 
the year group 
including – 
discussions, 
recounts, 
diaries, 
pictures, 
annotations, 
drama  
*use historical 
vocabulary 
appropriate to 
year group 
(See KO) 

 


