
 

 

 

 

Modern Foreign Languages 

Italian  

Subject Leaders’ Sequence and Progression Document 

 
INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this document is to outline the approach and method that we have adopted to implement 
the MFL curriculum at St. Joseph’s RC Primary. It sets out what we aim to achieve and the knowledge and 
understanding that we have assigned to each class and key stage.  This has been designed based on 
our school’s Mission Statement; I came so that you may have life and have it to the full. John 10:10, 
alongside the staff and Governing Body’s vision for the future of our school. This document provides a 
summary of the organisation of the MFL curriculum and how our school ensures that every child’s 
entitlement to essential knowledge and skills to equip them for the next stage of their education and for 
later life is catered for.   
 

AIMS   

 To ensure standards are high and English and Maths is taught discretely 
 To ensure reading remains a high priority 
 To utilise the rich resource and history of our local community of Ordsall and Manchester 
 To support our school’s values and ethos 
 To ensure pupils leave as ‘well rounded’ and confident individuals 
 To ensure the wider sports curriculum and the arts are a key focus 

Key Driver Words 

 Faith 
 Respect 
 Resilience 
 Empathy 
 Confidence 

 

END POINTS IN THE CURRICULUM 

By the end of Year 6, children will leave St. Joseph’s as well rounded people, as independent, confident, 
successful learners with high aspirations, who know how to make a positive contribution to their 
community and wider multi-cultural society. Our aim is to provide excitement, enjoyment and challenge 

 



for children, helping to create enthusiastic linguists with a love of learning languages. Our children are 
able to express their ideas and thoughts in another language and understand and respond to its 
speakers, both orally and in writing. 

INTENT  

 Listening - Children will be able to: understand and respond to spoken and written language from a 
variety of authentic sources.  

Speaking Children will be able to: speak with increasing confidence, fluency and spontaneity, finding 
ways of communicating what they want to say, including through discussion and asking questions, and 
continually improving the accuracy of their pronunciation and intonation.  

Reading Children will be able to: Understand the main points and opinions in written texts from various 
contexts.  

Writing Children will be able to: Write at varying length, for different purposes and audiences, using the 
variety of grammatical structures that they have learnt. Write paragraphs of three to four sentences about 
myself, about a story or a picture; a message containing three to four sentences; a postcard or greetings 
card. 

Children with SEND access MFL, benefiting from appropriate differentiation of tasks/activities, 
additional adult support which can take the form of pre-teaching, working in mixed ability groups or 
support within the lesson from peers and adults.  

CULTURAL CAPITAL  

At St. Joseph’s we recognise that each child is unique, made in the image and likeness of God.  

Children discuss, research and learn about Italian culture, traditions, food and life. This is linked to 
religious and other festivals and traditions celebrated throughout the year. Learning about values and 
ethos from another country teaches children respect and understanding.  

This aim reflects the principal at the basis of our school’s Mission Statement, which states: “I came so 
that you may have life and have it to the full. John 10:10 

Knowledge of languages is the doorway to wisdom.  Roger Bacon 

IMPLEMENTATION  

Children learn through active participation in actions, rhymes, stories, song, grammar focus, video clips, 
sentence structure, dictionary work, and many more creative ways to extend, embed and combine 
language skills.  

Landmarks, culture and foods are compared. 

Italian culture: songs, traditions, Geography and History of the Country, important people. 
 
Responding to simple commands 
 



Storytelling with Italian Books 
TPR, Total Physical Response,  a language teaching method developed by James Asher. It is based on 
the coordination of language and physical movement. In TPR, instructors give commands to students in 
the target language with body movements, and students respond with whole-body actions 

Planning is built on each year with opportunities to consolidate prior learning 

IMPACT  

 Children leave KS2 with good spoken, written and cultural knowledge of Italian. 

Italian Long Term Plan 
 Autumn  Spring 1 Summer 1 

Year 3 Greetings - Introducing yourself  
Colours 
School objects 
Christmas in Italy 
Roman Numerals up to 20 
Saint Francis – Creatures song 

 

The winter 
Numbers from 11 to 20 
Carnival in Italy 
Easter in Italy 

 

Ask and say the age 
Greetings about Birthday 
Months of the year 
Italian Food 
 

Year 4 Greetings - Introducing yourself 
Days of the week 
Saint Francis – Creatures song 
Months of the year 
Parts of the day and the related 
greeting 
The 4 seasons 
Ask and say the age 
Greetings about Birthday 
Italian alphabet 
Numbers up to 100  
Christmas in Italy 
 

Introduce yourself and ask 
questions 
The weather 
Carnival in Italy 
Easter in Italy 
 

School furniture 
Prepositions 
Clothes 
 

Year 5 Greetings 
Introducing yourself 
Questions about personal and 
general information 
The places of the holidays 
The family 
The Italian alphabet  
The Family 
Christmas in Italy 
Roman Numerals up to 1000 
Saint Francis – Creatures song 
 

To describe people (body 
parts, adjectives) 
Carnival in Italy 
Hundreds and numbers up to 
1.000 
Easter in Italy 
 

Food and drinks 
The house and the rooms 
 
 

Year 6 Greetings 
Introducing yourself 
Questions about personal and 
general information 
The places of the holidays 
Saint Francis – Creatures song 
The 4 seasons 

Saying and asking the name, 
age, place where you/ a 
person live/lives 
Favourite games and food 
Italian Carnival 
Easter in Italy 

Favourite games 
The shops 
How to ask/say the price 
The change €/£ 
Actions 
 

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Language_teaching_method


The clock reading 
Daily routine 
Christmas in Italy 
Roman Numerals up to 1000 
 

Reading of Pinocchio by 
Collodi in a simplified version 
for foreign students 
 

  

 

National Curriculum Content MFL 
KS2 Coverage Autumn Spring Summer 

 NC Skills Pupils should understand and respond to spoken and written language from a 
variety of authentic sources They should speak with increasing confidence, fluency 
and spontaneity, finding ways of communicating what they want to say, including 
through discussion and asking questions, and continually improving the accuracy of 
their pronunciation and intonation Pupils can write at varying length, for different 
purposes and audiences, using the variety of grammatical structures that they have 
learnt. They should discover and develop an appreciation of a range of writing in 
the language studied. 
 

Year 3 NC Content appreciate stories, 
songs, poems and 
rhymes in the language 
begin to recognise and 
pronounce sounds 

explore the patterns and 
sounds of language through 
songs and rhymes and link 
the spelling, sound and 
meaning of words use 
phrases to meet and greet 
explore numbers 

develop accurate 
pronunciation and 
intonation so that others 
understand when they 
are reading aloud or 
using familiar words 
and phrases, 
particularly classroom 
commands and objects 

Year 4 NC Content appreciate stories, 
songs, poems and 
rhymes in the language 
explore the patterns and 
sounds of language 
through songs and 
rhymes and link the 
spelling, sound and 
meaning of words 

develop accurate 
pronunciation and intonation 
so that others understand 
when they are reading aloud 
or using familiar words and 
phrases engage in 
conversations; ask and 
answer questions; express 
opinions and respond to 
those of others; seek 
clarification and help 

speak in sentences, 
using familiar 
vocabulary, phrases and 
basic language 
structures present ideas 
and information orally to 
a range of audiences 

Year 5 NC Content appreciate stories, 
songs, poems and 
rhymes in the language 
explore the patterns and 
sounds of language 
through songs and 
rhymes and link the 
spelling, sound and 
meaning of words read 
carefully and show 
understanding of words, 
phrases and simple 
writing 

speak in sentences, using 
familiar vocabulary, phrases 
and basic language 
structures present ideas and 
information orally to a range 
of audiences broaden their 
vocabulary and develop their 
ability to understand new 
words that are introduced 
into familiar written material, 
including through using a 
dictionary 

write phrases from 
memory, and adapt 
these to create new 
sentences, to express 
ideas clearly describe 
people, places, things 
and actions orally and in 
writing 



Year 6 NC Content appreciate stories, 
songs, poems and 
rhymes in the language 
explore the patterns and 
sounds of language 
through songs and 
rhymes and link the 
spelling, sound and 
meaning of words read 
carefully and show 
understanding of words, 
phrases and simple 
writing 

speak in sentences, using 
familiar vocabulary, phrases 
and basic language 
structures present ideas and 
information orally to a range 
of audiences broaden their 
vocabulary and develop their 
ability to understand new 
words that are introduced 
into familiar written material, 
including through using a 
dictionary 

write phrases from 
memory, and adapt 
these to create new 
sentences, to express 
ideas clearly describe 
people, places, things 
and actions orally and in 
writing 

 

Skills 
 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Listening, 
understanding & 
responding 

Listen attentively to 
spoken language. 
Understand and 
respond to simple 
commands, short 
statements and 
questions. 
Appreciate simple 
songs, poems, 
rhymes. 

Listen attentively to 
spoken language. 
Appreciate and 
respond to simple 
songs, short 
stories, poems, 
rhymes. 

Listen attentively 
and respond to 
spoken language 
including stories, 
songs, poems and 
rhymes. 
Understand the 
main points from a 
spoken passage 
made up of familiar 
language. 

Listen to and 
understand longer 
passages, stories 
and more 
complicated songs. 
Understand and 
identify basic 
features of grammar 
such as noun 
gender, plurals and 
conjugation of high 
frequency verbs. 

Speaking Respond to 
questions with 
single words and 
phrases. 
 Use greetings and 
convey simple 
information with 
the aid of visual 
prompts if needed. 
Practise correct 
pronunciation. 
Know how to 
pronounce vowels 
sounds. 
 

Give simple 
responses to 
questions, 
speaking in 
sentences using 
visual aids if 
needed.  
Describe places 
and objects, 
developing 
vocabulary and 
correct 
pronunciation and 
intonation 
Express simple 
opinions 
[like/dislike]. 
Know how to 
pronounce all 
single letter 
sounds. 
Show an 
awareness of 
sound patterns. 

Read simple 
phrases and 
questions and 
answers.  
Continue to add to 
list of written 
vocabulary. 
Ask and answer 
simple questions.  
Know how to 
pronounce some 
letter strings. 
Show an 
awareness of 
sound patterns.  
 

Write simple phrases 
and familiar words 
from memory 
Take part in a simple 
conversation.  
Know how to 
pronounce a range 
of letter strings.  
Pronunciation is 
becoming more 
accurate and 
intonation is being 
developed. 



Reading Read simple words 
and phrases with 
correct 
pronunciation 
when reading 
aloud. Begin to list 
and learn key 
vocabulary from 
reading. 
Use visual clues to 
help with reading. 
 

Read simple 
phrases and 
questions and 
answers.  
Continue to add to 
list of written 
vocabulary. 
Use a book to find 
out the meanings 
of new words. 

Broaden sight 
vocabulary through 
reading simple 
story texts and 
descriptions of 
people and places. 
Understands the 
main point(s) from a 
short written text  
Match sound to 
print by reading 
aloud familiar 
words and phrases.  
Use a book or 
glossary to find out 
the meanings of 
new words. 

Read longer stories 
and descriptive 
passages with 
increasing fluency 
and accuracy. 
Use 
dictionaries/glossary 
to understand new 
words. 
Understands the 
main point(s) from a 
short story/passage. 
Match sound to print 
by reading aloud 
familiar words and 
phrases.  
 

Writing Develop basic 
written vocabulary 
from spoken words 
and phrases. 
Select appropriate 
words to complete 
short phrases. 

Write simple 
phrases and 
familiar words from 
memory. 
Begin to spell some 
commonly used 
words correctly. 

 Write words and 
phrases from 
memory. Write a 
few short 
sentences with 
support (visual 
aids) where 
necessary, using 
already learnt  
spelt words that are 
readily 
understandable. 

Write descriptions of 
people, places, 
things and actions, 
writing some words 
and phrases from 
memory, adapting 
language already 
learnt.  
Apply understanding 
of basic grammatical 
structures. 
 

 


